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Introduction

| am delighted to issue the" @dition of the Afghan community short
newsletter at the biginning of the new year 2008.

It should mention that Eid ul Fetr (at the end of ram@and Eid ul
Audha) are the most holy festivities in Islamic countryis year
celebrating Eid ul Audha concided to the Christmas fetlyal.

| wish a happy Eid and new year for Moslim brothergsisand also to
the people of all faithe and back ground.

Nasruddin Saljuqi

Eid-Al-Udha

The most celebrated holy days for Muslims are Eidial¢ht the end of
Ramadan) and the upcoming Eid-al-Adha. Every yearethely days occur
eleven or twelve days earlier because of the Arabia lcalandar which is
eleven or twelve days shorter than the calendar hdreland. This year, Eid
al-Adha will be celebrated on 2 January. It is theetivhen Muslim pilgrims
go to Mecca in Saudi Arabia and do the Hajj ceremonyryEatale-bodied Muslim is obliged to make the pilgrimage to
Mecca at least once in their lifetime if they cafof to. Mecca is Islam’s holiest site. For those
who do not journey to Mecca, there are other traditeomd festivities which take place at home.
/Adha is an Arabic word meaning sacrifice, which insRer (language Iran and Afghanistan) is

~ called Qurbani. Eid-al-Adha commemorates the prophettm’s (peace on him) devotion to
God. Abraham was willing to sacrifice his son IshmaelGod, but instead Allah (God) provided

a lamb for sacrifice. Sacrifice or Qurbani is paried on the blessed day of Eid-al-Adha, which is
a day of celebration and remembrance of Allah. Yetali@f us have the means to enjoy this day
and it is the duty of the more fortunate among us totheless fortunate. Every Muslim who can
afford to buy an animal such as a sheep, goat, cow and isareqlired to make Qurbani




(sacrifice). Sometimes seven people share one coanoelc
Muslims sacrifice an animal which have been deemed,Hal
or fit for sacrifice. They do not only eat the mewsrhselves H EA LT
but they distribute it among their neighbours, relatizad the
poor. It is a rule that one third of the slaughteredhahis I N FO R M AT I O N
s "\ Mg» used for the family, another third by relatives andréfs is A N D

] el = L= w given to the poor or neighbours as a present.
E""L ' Children enjoy receiving presents or money from paramds ADVOCACY

| i relatives during Eid. In Ireland, gifts from the mosques ar

Kaba - Saudi Ariabia - given to the children.remember at Eid during my own C E N T E R
childhood, parents paid cash as Eidi (gifts) to thelaful
(Islamic leader) and the Mullah gave the childrenlaurdul
page with the verses of holy Quran on it. We were kieppy
to get it.

Cacrde

Challenging ethnic minority health inequali

On the first day of Eid people go to the countries don't have access to the slaughter In this center:

mosquhe gnbd pra?/ '?] early (rjnorn]!ng. They  house so they send money to their relatives :
wear their best clothes and perfume or to poor people to sacrifice an animal on -You can find out about

themselves. In my native country of their behalf health services in
':;?h:&'ftan’ Wg cal: arotl.rllnd to . As a Muslim | wish the authorities in Ireland Ireland
gnbours and go together in groups 1o .44 |00k into the possibility of us fully
the mosque. One the way, we give praise o, ressing our traditions. Eid would aiso be a | b4et earet il aiie =i
to Allah —for example, saying aloud good opportunity for us to show our culture your  rights  and
AIIah? Akbar, Allaho Akbar, Allaho . tothe neighbourhood, as it is usual that entitlement to health
Akbar'(God is great). One person saysit  neqpie o to their relatives, neighbours and services
loudly and the others follow him -thisisa  giengs houses to visit each other. In Muslim
tradition for all Muslims. After prayers at ., ytries we sit on the floor around a cloth -You can find out about
the mosque everyone hugs and wishes with cake, cookies, dried fruit, tea and coffee many different health
one another a good Eid. It's the day of on it for the guest and all are welcome. In issues
peace. People who have been annoyed or - g4 counties Eid is celebrated for one day
displeased with each othe_r _make peace. but in my native country of Afghanistan it is -If you're having
Qr]:ti(?rr] ;Iral)\lﬂetzgl’irrr)]eig?rﬁgsrigg?ﬁ \t/r\llgsrtem celebrated for three days. difficulties, you can
' get support to resolve

them

Afghan new year celebration in Dublin B

Cairde,
Dublin 1
The Afghan community of Irland staged belated Nowroz (pear) celebration in Wynn~s Hotel

in Dublin this year. Now roz is celebrated by people fAfighanistan at the beginning of spring Telephone:

and makes a new year in solar calendar. 01-8552111

The event was launched at 6pm by reading verses fiagn@uran by Mobasher Ahmad and

started by Afghan Irish national anthem. As the programaechaired by Jamilah Shafaq, she Fax:

asked Saljugi to say welcome to the guest. Saljugi spok& abw year and integration. He 01-8552089
compared integration between Afghanistan and Irelandi Belvan Afghan Asylum seeker and

writer also talked about history of new year. Web:

The Irish guest Mr, Phlip watt director of the natioo@nmittee on racism and interculturalism WWW . HEALTHFACTS.IE

(NCCRI) who also attended in the event said that & wwgortant for organising
such as Afghan community of Ireland to play a role inititegration proceses. He
refered to the positive contribution which Afghan have madee business S
medical and hospitality field in Ireland adding that mantheke people originally !
arrived as asylum seekers.

Watt said he hoped the government would initiate laws to rieeliidy reunifiation
easier , and for professional qualification from Afgiséam to be recognised by
employers. He also expressed a hope that Afghans and gaoesses attain
refugee status.

In a more light hearted commeat, to enthusiastic applaVist also said it would

be fantastic if ryanair starts flight from IrelaralKabul so that Afghans could vis
their homeland. ;

Young afghans performing natio
afghan dance in wayne hotel



It should be mentioned that
Nasruddin Saljuqi interviewed
with Metro Eireann About
afghan culture and
appriciation of culture in
Ireland and Afghanistan. He
said that Afghan living in
Ireland who are permennet
resident has no major problem

Imagine Cup

The world’s premier student technology
compettion sponsered by Microsoft in
which team and individual submit thier
projects online or person for a chance to
compete at the global finals — like the
olimpics of technology — held in a
different country each year and this year
held in Seoul South Koria.

The good news is that in the web
development catagory after beating up
about 400 teams, the Afghan forth year
students Mr. Marouf Azad who studies in
Dublin institute of technology and his
team came second in world and touched
the silver tropy. It was such a good

Launch of Afghan film

The film scense of Afghan music in
London, Kabul , Hamburg and Dublin.
This film is one of several output from
small research grant which was held in
2006 from th UK's Arts and humanitities
programme, in which professor John
Baily looked for Afghan performance in
London’s musicalconnections with Kabul,
Hamburg and Dublin.

The film is quite long (97 minutes)
because it covers a lot of ground and
moves back and forth between london and
other places. The film has some fotage
from the concert which was run by the
Afghan community in worlds cultural

The GAA is conscious of the fact that
many people from minority ethnic
backgrounds may have little on no
kbowledge of the GAA and of Gaelic
games. The Association is very keen that
people of all nationalities feel welcom to
play and support thier games . With this
in mind , the GAA is in the process of
developing an action plan to help
encourage people of all nationalities to
become part of the Association and to
build on the good work that is already

in Ireland but asylum seeker from
Afghanistan should have access to work and
education while thier asylum applications are
processed. Being with no distiny make them
depressed.

Piper Emonn Walsh was presented to
showcase of Irish tradational Irish music and
than the program ended by Afghan national
dance by Afghan youth ans serving dinner.

experiance and hard competetion given, this
was Ireland’s first year in the competation.
For more information please visit

( www.imaginecup.com).

The imagine cup is one way Microsoft is
encoraging young people to apply thier
immignation , thier passion and thier cretivity
to technology innovations that can make a
difference in the world today. Now in it's
sixth year , the imagine cup has grown to be
a truly global competition focus on finding
solutions to real world issues.

festival in Dublin last year. The concert was
performed by the group of Afghan musicians
in the name of Khoshal music who came
from Hamburg. There are two short
interviews with Nasruddin saljugi who
cooperated the programe and also spoke
about integration and multicultural activities
in Ireland.

The film is a research film not made for TV
or the Cinema it would be Launched in first
public screening on Tuesday"16f
November at goldsmith University in
London.

Gaelic game in crok park

taking place.

In view of this ,GAA the president Nickey
Brennan invited the representatives from
most nationalities in Ireland on Saturday'27
October 2007 in Cork Park to participate in
forum which will disuss thier views of the
GAA and the games. The feedback would
form as a key part of development of the
action plan. In this event the participants
groups were given a tour of the Museum and
Stadium and after discussions they were
shown to thier designated seating area.



Beauties of art

Calligraphy and painting is an ancient art
in Afghanistan. In all historical places we
can observe ancient old painting. Ii"15
century style of miniaure pinting and
calligraphy flouished in Herat

Afghanistan . Afghans contemprary artists
such as painter, miniaturists, calligraphers
follow the style of old style of the from
Timurid period 14' century. There are
many painters and calligraphers who
established private courses and also there
are faculty of beatuty art and designe in
Afghan universities, hundreds students
are graduated from diffrent dpartments of
art every year.

Miniatue painting is also the most
important art in Afghnistan. We can
observ anccient old painting especially in
historical places.

Beauties of Art is a book which is

Music Initiative for central Asia

Music and musicains have long played
vital role in cultures of central Eurasia

and the middle East. Music traditionally
served not only as entertainment, but as a
way to reinfoce social and moral values,
and musicians providd models of
extemplary leadership. Whether bringing
listners to the
God,
sustainning
cultural
memory
through pic
tales, or
strengthening ¥
the bonds of =
community &
through
festivitie and
celeberation,
musicians
have been central o social life.

Aga Khan established initiativ musical
centre in Asia and middle East. The aim
of this project to contribute preservation,
documentation and further development
of cental Asia’s musical heritage and
pursues it's long- term goals both in its

compiled in persian language by Nasruddin
Saljugi in ( 375) ) pages that is including
contemporary calligraphers and painters
from 14" century. The book is divided to
nine chapters which is featuring the art of
painting , calligraphy, ingraving

decoration, stoncuting and biography of
the artist with example of artistic work.

This book is published in August 2007 in
Tawana Printing House in Herat
Afghanistan in 1000 copies and can be
found in Herat book store now. The
compiler could present some exhibition of
these arts in Ireland in past years. The aim
of compiling this book is to encourage
artists who suffered from two decads war
in Afghanistan.
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region of activity and worldwide. The

goals are as follow.

- Revitalise important musical reprtories by
helping traditon-beareres pass on thier
knwoledge and craft.

- Build sustainable cultural institution that
can eventually be maintained by local
organisations

and communities.

~ -commmission and support
artists who are developing

new approaches to the
performance of central Asian
music.

- Increasing knowledge about

. central Asia’s music and

. culture.

- cultivate collabrations

among musicians from parts

of central Eurasia and beyond.
Part of this initiative project
musical tradational courses are established
in Kabu and Herat Afghanistan in 2004-
2006. In these courses hundreds of students
are trained by master professional Afghan
musicians. The studens are learnning

clasical and tradational music.

AFGHAN COMMUNITY OF
IRELAND

Address: 19 Belvedere Place, (off
Mounjoy Square), Dublinl,
Ireland.

Telephone: 353-1-8683577

Email:
afgcommunity@hotmail.com

Web Site: http://
nasrudinsaljoqgi.tripod.com
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