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Introduction

The last 20 years of war in Afghanistan have damaged the country politically. There has been no  governmental discipline or law. As a result, culture and music were not protected .The conflict started in April 1978 when a group of urban intellectuals led by Noor Mohammad Taraki sized power and attempt to establish a communist state. They introduced wide-ranging social reforms  which were resented by deeply traditional rural populations they intended to benefit.

Opposition both political and military, spread quickly. The regime  which received substantial military assistance from Soviet Union, responded harshly. The Soviet military wasn’t able to bring security in the state so the regime forced all people who were under the age of forty to register their name to compulsory military service.

Millions of Afghan’s had began to flee from 1978 to 1990 to neighbouring countries. In the even that by December 1990 UNHCR estimation there were over 6,3 million Afghan Refugees in Iran and Pakistan. Thousand of other soldiers civilians and guerrillas- had been killed in the fighting and ground attack and aerial bombing destroyed the villages and cultural heritage. 

Countless educated people such as scientist, artists, musicians, actors, and government employees immigrated to Iran, Pakistan and some to European states also America, Canada, Australia and many were jailed or executed.

Opposition to the communist regime opened Islamic party offices in Iran and Pakistan. At the beginning some actors were interested to participate to the cultural holy war (Jehad) in Iran and could prepare some drama against the communist regime. The leader of the parties used them for their policy for a while and didn’t treat them well.  There were a number of shows and dramas which were played by these artists I could collect the names of  these shows and persons who acted in them and will be produced in a publication in the name of music and theatre in Heart.

In 1996 when music and theatre was banned by the Taliban regime nobody could play or listen to the  music. A group of musicians and actors who were working in Heart general cultural office and were government employees emigrated to Iran Mashhad and sought asylum but their cases weren’t recognized. The musicians and actors asked the Afghan General consulate in Mashhd to support them. As these artists were from Heart and I knew them, the general consular asked me to make them busy for some cultural activities. First of all I organised them in a group and picked a qualified person as a group leader. The leader could prepare  concerts and dramas to play to the society. 

The aim of writing this small publication is that to show how a small group of asylum seekers whose cases weren’t recognize came together and were active in Iran state for a short time, so in this instance if we have researched in a country where most of the population of Afghan asylum seekers are living we can find the exact figure of their benefits in the society.

Nasruddin saljuqi

Dublin, Ireland.

History of the Music in Afghanistan       

Afghanistan s music was born from Aryan, which is the civilization in Balkh, also capital of Khurrasan. It was first introduced in Sufism school, when Islamic religion first appeared in Afghanistan. Mawlawi Jalaladdin Balkhi considered the Sufism system to be the best at the time. He said in his poem about the Rubab which is traditional old musical instrument. ( Hich Midani Chi Miguoyad Rubab? Zashk chashmo Az Jeger Hai Kebab) which means: Do you know what the Rubab says? It tells about tears in our eyes and an ache in our heart.

There are many professional and ancient musicians in Afghanistan . Researchers from eastern countries have the Idea that Indian music changed to a new phase of Rubab. This is one of Bengish’s ideas. He was originally from Afghanistan and now one of the sunshine Indian musicians living in Bengish.

A number of Indian musicians were invited to Afghanistan to teach other music students during Amanullah Khan s Kingdom. Salahuddin saljuqi who was the Minister for culture and arts established the songs of the local and vocational people. Radio Kabul collected some of the local and vocational people s songs, which were broadcast and also sent a number of musicians to western countries to learn European music. When they returned to Afghanistan they taught the  students music. Those students and renown composers : Salim Sarmast, Nangialay, and now Shad. During Muhammad Zahir Shah kingdom, music schools re-established and step by step music re-entered into the families and homes and some private schools and education centres followed:

· Music colleges in Military University.

· Music classes in radio Afghanistan

· Music classes in Ministry of education in the name of music school.

· Music high school in Kabul

· Music department in art college in Kabul university.

· Indian classical music classes.

In the above centres, beside Afghan teachers, European teachers were teaching European music, for example Mrs. Parwin, Nainawaz, Avelmir, Afsaneh, Mahwash, Rukhshaneh, Khial, etc. and from women part: Jella , Afsaneh, Mahwash, Rokhshaneh etc have performed music on radio Kabul in Afghanistan.

It is necessary to mention that Master Abdul Wahab Madadi who was the general director of music in radio television in Afghanistan, was forced to leave the country and immigrated to Iran. He prepared a publication of contemporary music in Afghanistan and the book is published in 380 pages. Professor John Bailey the reader in ethnomusicology in Goldsmith University in London was in Afghanistan for two years he learn’t the Rubab from famous musicians and wrote a book about Afghanistan music and Herati  professional musicians. 

In 1977 when T.V., was established in Kabul, music condition was very good for a short time. During the democratic regime music was used as recreation, many musicians were forced to leave the country and some of them  were jailed and executed. When Mujahidin came in Afghan music was forbidden, 

In 1996 music was banned by the Taliban regime and nobody could play or listen to music.

Afghan traditional music:

Music was forbidden  from 1973 to 1990. After 1994 the musicians bit by bit  musicians had a chance to play traditional music and it was a good opportunity for Afghan refugee to play their traditional music such as Tableh (drum) The Rubab, Dotar Tanboor, Qichak, Sarendeh, Nai (flute) daireh (Tambourine) and Harmonium. Among the Afghan traditional music the Rubab is most ancient musical instrument

The Rubab:
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The Rubab is a traditional musical instrument that is made from the trunk of mulberry or walnut trees, and its bowl is covered with goatskin.

Afghan people are familiar with its name. This instrument is used in different sizes-large, medium, small-but the length of an ordinary Rubab is 99 cm and it is played with a plectrum. There are five main strings with different thicknesses, which are called (Shahtar) means tricky string.

There are 16 side track metal strings fixed with 14 pegs and they are used for tuning. On the short neck of the Rubab four or five frets can be observed and gradually musicians could add more frets on it.

This ancient instrument was forgotten in the age of Sasani, Safavid ,Ghajar in the 15th century, like the other musical organs. Fortunately after a while this instrument appeared in Afghanistan and it is used in classical and local music. Researchers have different ideas about the invention of the Rubab. Some of them say it was invented more than 5000 years before Christ. The word Rubab is taken from (Ravanastron) king of Sylan, and bit by bit the word changed, Raavaeh into Ravana and Raavaveh. Another researcher say says it is a Hebric word (Lype), and a letter L changed to (R). In some opinions it is a Persian word that was taken from (Rab) and Rababeh. Rab in Arabic means additional and most researchers have named it (Ravaveh), which means sorrowful sound.

The Rubab has existed in different shapes: Farabi who was a famous poet wrote about the one – stringed Rubab and the tow stringed which was named Rabbushaire and the strings were made from horse tail or silk. Arab researchers say that the Rubab was played in Khorasn a province of Aryan land, and it has been seen in different countries. At first the square Rubab, with two strings or the cylindrical version with one or two strings were made from Walnut wood, and it was first observed the 18th century, played by Palestinian Arabs. The Rubab with two strings with its elliptical bowl came from Iran and Arabic lands to Spain.

Professor Fekri Saljuki a well-known Afghan historian , painter, calligrapher and musician, used to play the Rubab as a hobby. In an article called  (yesterdays Lute and today’s Mandolin), he wrote that the instrument, which is famous in our country is not the main historical Rubab. The ancient Rubab he said had another shape and was played with a plectrum by Greeks and with a bow by Aryans.

Persian poets such as Saadi, Molawi, Ferdowsi, Hafez, Tabrizi and other poets had a good description of this instrument in their poems.

There are hundreds of professional and amateur Rubab players in Afghanistan, one of the most famous players was Master Muhammad Omer who played on radio Afghanistan and trained many students including students from America and England, he taught the Rubab in Washington University. Among his foreign students is professor John Bailey a reader in ethnomusicology in Goldsmith college in London.

In compiler research there are more than hundred Rubab players in Heart province. The most players in this city are Amir Jan, Muhammad Rahim Khushnawaz and Ghulam Muhammad Attaiey.  

Association of Afghan refugee musicians

and actors in Iran Mashhad:

Objective:

1.1 To maintain the traditional music and theatre arts of Afghanistan at a time when no Music and drama was allowed in Afghanistan.

1.2 To support and protect Afghan musicians and actors who are Refugees in the Mashhad area in Iran.

1.3 To bring traditional music and theatre to the Afghan refugee communities, to enable Afghan to celebrate their wedding and other festivities according to custom. To bring comfort to the Refugee through the proven beneficial effects of music and theatre.

1.4 To foster good relation between the Afghan communities and their Iranian host, through a shared interest in traditional music and theatre.

Current situation:

The association was set up in April 1998 in Afghan General consulate in Iran Mashhad by Nasruddin Saljuqi the association Managing director. Nasruddin Saljuqi is graduated from Kabul university in 1984 with a degree in literature. He worked in ministry of telecommunication from 1971 to 1989 in Heart and Kabul where he was a director of planning . He attended UN programs in Thailand, India, Japan. He emigrated with his family from Afghanistan at the end of 1989 in Iran Mashhad and worked as a teacher in Afghan refugee school, then he was employed as a local staff in Afghan general consulate and worked until 1999.

Association Group:

Managing director: 
Nasruddin saljuqi

Management team:
1 – Ghulam Muhammad Ferhat

2 – Muhammad Hosien Ibrahimi

3 – Ali Jewadi

4 – Nasruddin Saljuqi

Head of Musicians:
Muhammad Rahim Khushnawaz

Rubab Players:

Muhammad Rahim Khushnawaz

Muhammad Karim Hassan Poor

Muhammad Nasim Khushnawaz

Haji Hosien Kefash

Dotar Players:

Ghulam Muhammad Amini

Muhammad Rahim Hassan zada

Ghulam Sakhi Rasuli

Ghulam Sarwar

Tableh Player:

Muhammad Azim Hassan Poor

Muhammad Samia Qurbani

Muhammad Naaim Khushnawaz

Hamid Saiel

Singers:


Jalil Ahmad Dellahang - Muhammad Hakim Hassan Poor

Mehmood Khushnawaz- Muhammad Osman Mobtela

Abdul Raaoof Ahmadi  - Khalil Azimi

Nasir Hassan Zada -
Neamatullah Hosien zada

Actors group:
Neamatullah Hosien Zada - 
Muhammad Hosien Ibrahimi

Hadi Brati -



Ali Akber Muhajer

Ali Jewadi -



Ghulam Muhammad Ferhat

Kazim Ahmadi -


Ali Asqar

Hosieni -



Hamid Saiel

Kazem Muhammadi -

Hassan Saffari
Photographers and cameramen:

Muhammad Naim Yezdani

Muhammad Hanif Baba Khan - Gewahiri
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Activities during 1998 –1999

During 1998 -1999 musicians could

perform some concerts by the 

invitation of different organizations

of the Islamic republic. 
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The performances were as follows:

*
Fresh air concert to Engineering university in April 1998.

*
Concert for the end of year of economic college in Terabit Hall in Mashhad.

*
Iran International Tourism Fair in August 1998.

*
A concert in Golistaneh cinema in Mashhad in October 1998.

*
Concert at the tomb of Ferdowsi in September 1998

*
Attending  a festival on the eve of 22 of Behman which was organized by   refugee office in Khurasan in Kohsangi Park in Mashhad.

*        Festival of 22 Behman, which was organized by Bank of agriculture in  

          Tehran.
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*
On Tuesday the 17th of November 1998 a conference was organized by Art centre in Iran in Andisheh Hall the agenda of the conference was the following topics:-

*
A lecture about the Rubab of Heart Afghanistan and the traditional music of Khurasan by: Dr. John Bailey reader in Ethnomusicollogy University of London.

*
A lecture about the Rubab traditional music of Bloch Stan and Sistan Iran by Mohammad Reza Derwishi Iranian Ethnomusicologist.

*
Solo performance of the Rubab by Muhammad Rahim Khushnawaz.

*
Solo performance on the Khorasani Dotar by Dr. John Bailey.

*
Bahmans festival in Tehran University by Delahang band.

*
Concert in Wahdat Hall in Tehran by Delahang band.

*
Concert in Shahid Behishti University in Tehran.

*
Concert in Bahman Art centre in Tehran.

*
Concert in Takhti Stadium in Mashhd.

*
Concert for UNHCR party in Tehran
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Performing Music and Theatre:

The Afghan musicians and actors performed

a number of show and concerts for Afghan 

refugees based on the Afghan General 

Consulate of Islamic state of Afghanistan 

and the agreement of Islamic cultural office 
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in Mashhad as follows:

1.
 Performing a concert with Shakam Salar show in November 1998 for 8 days in Tarbiat hall in Mashhad .

2
Performing concert with Afghan weeding drama in January 1999 for 2 weeks in Tarbiat hall in Mashhad.
National Dance (Attan-e Mili):
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The  national dance (Attan Mili) is a part of afghan costume . 

National dance was preformed before going to the war and after the victory, so from that time it interred to Afghan culture.

The National dance is performed in long circle with the dancers clapping their hands and quickening the movement of their feet to the beat of the music, Attan and playing with sticks is preformed in 3 or 4 steps. 
Attan is performing collectively during the weddings, Independent day, picnics, national ceremonies and farmer s day. Farmers are doing Attan with their shovels which is called (Bilbazi) shovel playing. People try to do national dance with their traditional clothes.
Performing national dance is different among the tribes for example Pashtoons have especial national dance

Tune performance on Khorasan Radio Dari in Mashhad Iran:

1
Recording and broadcasting of (40) tune performance in (5) turn by (5) players and (10) singers.
2
Recording of (20) solo performance in Iranian T.V. program by ten players and singers.
3
Recording of audio cassette in the name of (refugee new year) with the singing of Abdul wahab Madadi and a number of musicians such as Muhammad Rahim Khushnawas Rubab player, Mehmod Khushnawaz Harmunium player, Ghulam Sakhi Resuli Dutar, Muhammad Naim, Tableh, Muhammad Karim Hassan poor Rubab.

Player. The cassette was prepared and published in the country by Islamic Art centre in Tehran in 2000 copies.
4
Recording of audio cassette in the name of (Afghan Voice) by Jali Ahmad Delahang and his band Abdusamia Qurbani the tableh player, Muhammad Karim Hassan Poor and Juma khan wardak Rubab players, Ghulam sakhi Resoli the Dotar player. This cassette also published by Iran Islamic art centre in Tehran in 2000 copies.
5
A number of video cassettes from show and concerts were published by the association among Afghan Refugee and Iranian society.

Radio broadcasting interview:

Afghan people in the country were used to listen radio Dari Khurasan during Taliban regime because they knew there was some Afghan music and Afghan news. In description of Afghan sightseeing  program Nasruddin Saljuqi described the Heart historical places and sightseeing of Obeh, Karokh, Poli Malan, Chesht-e Sharif,Foshang and Robat pai,Ghor dervazeh,Baq-e Dasht,Qar Devishan,Emam Sheshnoor,Moulan Spanj,Khajeh Mula Kohi,Ziyaretgah,Mosal and Gowher Shad and Ami Ali Shir Nawaie tomb. The performer and producer of the program were as follows:

Reporter and producer: Nasruddin Saljuqi and Orfani.

Time of performance: Thursdays mornings from February  1999 to March 2000.

Duration of performance: 12 weeks.

As there was a number of poems about the described sightseeing, these poems were composed and played by Afghan Refugee musicians.

Singers and players:


Muhammad Rahim Khushnawaz,
 
Muhammad Karim Hassan Poor,  

Muhammad salim Khushnawaz, 

Abdul Rashid Abbasi, 

Ghulam Sarwer, 



Ghulam Muhammad Amini, 

Muhammad Naim Khushnawaz, 

Muhammad Azim Hassan Poor, 

Hamid saiel, 



Ali Aqa Azimi, 
Mehmood Khushnawaz, Muhammad Hakim Hassan Poor, 
Neamatullah Hosien zada and Abdul Raoof Ahmadi.

The above persons voluntary performed the program for Afghan and Iranian people and didn’t get any money from the Radio. The performer was able to continue this program for a long time. At the end Nasruddin Saljuqi asked the other experienced persons from other provinces of Afghanistan to describe their sightseeing.

Media interview:

The professional member of the association had a number of interviews with foreign journalists, Iranian newspaper, Cultural monthly paper, and magazines such as Door-e Dari, Heray, Maihan, etc.

Film performance:

As there are more than two million Afghan and Iraqi refugees in Iran the United Nations High commissioner for refugees in Tehran prepared a film in the name of Refugee experience in Persian and English. The film started with Music of Afghan refugee musicians. Among two bands of musicians Hasan Poor’s band was elected.           

Research:

*
Small booklet in 12 pages is compiled in the name of music and theatre during immigration in Persian and English.

*
Working on a publication in the name of Music and theatre in Heart which included professional and amateur singers and players,  theatre and Herati professional amateur actors and music and theatre in refugee life. The book is compiled in 365 pages by Nasruddin Saljuqi. It was a splendid opportunity for the compiler that he could get some references from refugee musicians and actors.

*
From Iranian authority the international centre among dialogue and civilization funded to publish the publication under contract with the compiler. 

Biography of some Afghan Refugee Artists:

[image: image16.jpg]



Master Abdul Wahab Madadi:

Abdul Wahab Madadi has born in 

1939 in Heart Afghanistan . He

finished primary school in Heart 

and secondary in technique high

school in Kabul. He attended in

two fellowship for 5 years in

Journalism and European music 

in Germany. He started to sing

when he was in primary school. 

His family didn’t like him singing. 
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He learned from Master Ghulam 

Hosien Sarahang who was called

the father of music. Madadi worked in Kabul airport from 1959 to 1963 and after that he started  work in Kabul Radio as a producer of western music and then he was the president of music committee and cinematography in Afghanistan. He is married and has two sons and two daughters.
Since he knew English and German he had participated in many seminars and

international symposium in Iran, India, Russia , Korea, Bulgaria and so on. He has recorded (140) tunes in Kabul Radio and T.V.

Madadi was the founder of light music Jazz and European classical music to West Germany Radio (WDR) during 1974 – 1973 and published a book about western music composers. He was in Afghanistan until 1995 and then he forced to leave the country and immigrated to Iran. As he was an undocumented person for a while he wasn’t jobless he prepared a publication in (384) pages in the name of the story of contemporary music in Afghanistan. The book was published by Music department of art centre (I.P.O.) in Iran Tehran in 2200 copies. He recorded an audio cassette with Afghan refugees player in the name of Refugees New Year and also recorded some songs for Radio Dari Khurasan in Mashhad. 

He left Iran in 1997 and came to Germany. He performed  some concerts in France

Germany, Denmark, Holland .  

Ghulam Muhammad Ferhat:
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Ghulam Muhammad Farhat son of Muhammad Anwar has born in 1939 in Heart Afghanistan. He started his artistic activity from 1959. He is a famous actor in Afghanistan and prepared hundred drama and films and acted in drama which he himself prepared. He worked in Herat theatre from 1959 to 1975 in Afghanistan. During communist regime he forced to leave the country and emigrated to

Iran. He worked for Afghan Islamic parties who were active in Iran and prepared some shows, drama and films against the communist regime such as “Russian trick”,  “Afghan voice and blood shudder” etc. When Islamic party resumed power  he return to Heart and worked as a general director in Heart theatre in the position of president of cultural office for 3 years. When the Taliban came to power he arrested and released and then he resettled to Iran.

Muhammad Hosien Ibrahimi:

Muhammad Hosien son of Muhammad Ibrahim has born in 1940 in Heart Afghanistan. He finished high school in Heart and got the International Diploma of Art from Islamic cultural office in Iran. He could produce  drama and acted in his shows. He acted in some Refugee films, in Iran. He won a silver medal.

Muhammad Rahim Khushnawaz:

Muhammad Rahim son of Amir Jan has born in 1945 in Heart Afghanistan in a musician family his father and grandfather were musicians too. He started to play when he was 10 years old and worked in Kabul radio and T.V.


Khushnawz is a famous Rubab player in Afghanistan at the moment, he invited to France, Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Neatherland with his band Gada Muhammad the Dutar player and Azim Hassan Poor Tableh player to give concerts.

Some CD’s of his concerts were published by France and Switzerland Radio with the help of Dr. John Bailey.

Rahim emigrated to Iran in 1996 when the music was banned by Taliban. In Iran he attended to a number of festivities by the

Iranian authority invitation and gave a number of concerts to Afghan refugee camps and Iran radio T.V.   

Mehmood Khushnawaz:

Mehmood has born in Heart Afghanistan in a musician family. He learned music from his father Amir Jan. He had ten performance in Radio Afghanistan. He is a good singer and can play Harmonium, Tableh and Santoor very well. Mehmood moved to Iran Mashhad in 1995 and played in his brother band and recorded some performance in radio Dari Khurasan in Mashhad and participated in a number of concerts.  

Gada Muhammad:

He has born in Heart Afghanistan and was an amateur player. Gada learned to play Dutar through his own efforts by watching others and later trying out what he had seen in private home. Gada Muhammad and his family spent ten years  as refugee in Mashhad but he returned to Heart with his dutar to continue working as a musician.He had some Dutar performance in some concerts in France, Austria, Switzerland with Muhammad Rahim Khushnawas 

Muhammad Azim Hassan Poor:
Muhammad Azim son of Muhammad Karim has born in a musician family in 1965 in Heart  Afghanistan. He is a good Tebeleh player and could participate in some concerts in France , Switzerland with Muhammad rahim and Gada Muhammad.Azim moved in Iran Mashhad in 1995 and played with his father and brother band in many concerts and could perform in Radio Dari Khurasan. 

Muhammad Karim Hassnpoor:

Karim has born in Heart Afghanistan in a musicians family. He immigrated to Iran in 1975 with his family. He has a band with his sons Hakim and Azim Hassan Poor and Ghulam Sarwar. They are playing in afghan refugees weddings and parties and some Iranian festivities and played for Radio Dari Khurasan in Mashhad.


Hassan Poor could visit Austria,

Bulgharia, and Turkey  with his student  Gulam Muhammad Attaei and  recorded plays for German radio. He played the Rubab in Recording audio cassettes which were published by Islamic music art centre in Iran in the name of Afghan refugee new year and Afghan voice.

The music of Hassan Poor band was picked up in Refugee experience film  which was prepared by (UNCR) in Tehran.

Jalil Ahmad Delahang:

Jalil Ahmad has born in Heart Afghanistan. His father Gul Pasand was the Rubab player. He is a good singer and can play the Rubab , Dutar, Tenboor, Harmuniume.ave He learned music from his father and Master Hosien Sarahang father of music and Mosa Qasimi in Afghanistan. He worked in a cultural part of ministry of art and culture in Kabul and recorded some songs in Kabul Radio and T.V.

Jalil was invited with 20 other musicians from Russia, he gave some concerts with the group in Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Qazaqistan. He emigrated with his family in1994 to Iran and he had many concerts in different Iranian festivals and recorded with Radio Dari Khurasan. Jalil has his own band with his son and brothers son Muhammad Samia Qurbani and Juma Khan.

Ali Jewadi:


Ali Jewadi has born in 1941 in Kabul Afghanistan and passed the primary and secondary school in Kabul. He has degree in literature from Kabul university. He   started artistic activities from primary school and played in many shows and dramas with Abdul Qaum- Bisid, Abdul Rashid Latifi and Saieyer Herati and worked in Mastoorat, Hearat Kabul Nandari theatre. During this time he  won two gold and silver medals.

Jawadi was arrested during communist regime and  put in Poli Charkhi prison for a while and tortured. After he released he immigrated to Iran and started cultural holy war against the regime. In his refugee life he could train a number of new students among refugee who could work with him in some drama and films. Jawadi is working with Kurasan Radio in Dari deprtment which is broadcasting for Afghanistn.

Hassan Saffari:

Hassan has born in 1927 in Heart Afghanistan. He acted in a number of shows and dramas in Mashad  winning the silver medal.

Kazim Muhammadi:

Kazem Muhammadi has born in 1374 in Heart Afghanistan. He learned theatre from Gulam Muhammad Ferhat and Hosien Ibrahimi and passed some theatre courses from Islamic art office in Iran and got an international certificate.

Muhammadi acted in a number of dramas which was organized by the Afghan refugee association in Mashhad.

Nemmatullah Hosien Zada:

Neamatullah Hosien Zada son of Habibullah has born in 1955 in Heart Afghanistan. His father is a cook. Hosien zada is a famous comedian  and his teachers were Mr. Alfat Herawi, Ghulam Muhamammad Ferhat, and Hosien Ibrahimi. He emigrated to Iran during communist regime with his family. He acted in many film dramas which were prepared by Afghan Refugee artists. When Islamic parties came to power he returned the country and was employed as a singer in Heart Radio T.V. and as an actor to the theatre office. and worked for 3 years. During Taliban regime he resettled in Iran as a Refugee and he participated to a number of festivities as a singer and acted in many dramas. Beside his artistic activity he was employed in  the Afghan trade agency in the general consulate in Mashhad as a cleaner.

Hamid Saiel:

Hamid has born in 1969 in Kabul Afghanistan. As he is a good singer, painter and actor, he sings classic songs and can play the Bongo drum, Flute, Tableh, Harmonium, and Santoor very well.

He learned classical music from Indian teachers such as Robin Chater Chi Bina Chater Chi, Mahish Dalway and theatre in Afghan youth cultural association in Kabul from Hamid Jelya, Master Bisid  and Iranian teachers in Teharan.




Saiel acted in some dramas on Kabul T.V and emigrated to Iran in 1979 and

played in some concerts and dramas with Afghan refugee musicians and actors.
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    Concert on the eve of Iranian International Tourism Fair. 
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From left to right Nematullah Hosien Zada,


Muhammad Kahim Khushnawaz,


Mchood Khushnawaz,


Nasim Khushnawaz,Ghulam Muhammad Amini,


Azim Hassanpoor.
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                                             Khushnanas Band
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Ghulam Muhammad Ferhat:
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M.Rahim Khushnawaz and Gada Mohammed


Perform a concert in Paris.





                                    Abdul Wahab Madadi
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Karim Hassnpoor, Muhammed Osman Mobetela, Azim Hassanpoor, Haji Hasien Keffash.
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Jalil Ahmad Delahang
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Hosien Ibrakjimi, Ali Jewadi, Hadi Borati, Ghulam Mohammed Ferhaf in Shalenm Salar Drumn.
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Hammid Suici ( in black uniform) act as Soviet Union Soldiers.
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